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For those who like their
travel destination unpredictable, Marin County,
California reigns supreme in the United
States
. As one travels north from San
Francisco
over the Golden Gate
Bridge
, a county of incredible
diversity and spectacular beauty awaits. Named for the tenacious Indian Chief Marin
, who harassed
the Spaniards here continually in the early 1800 s, this county, wedged between the San Francisco Bay
and its tributaries, and the Pacific Ocean
encompasses nearly 2/3 of protected open space.
Only one freeway (Highway 101, also known as the Redwood Highway) (travels through) the county and no
train or subway exists to lighten an increasingly aggravating rush hour crunch Marin County residents
voted against the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system early on in its development, a typically Marin ?
response to intrusions into the landscape as is. Two ferry systems, the Golden Gate Ferry
(which also
runs the county bus service) and the Blue and Gold Fleet carry commuters back and forth from two
Marin locations Sausalito and Larkspur Landing
to and from San Francisco. Although the trip is
most always longer than the freeway hop it is always a sensational trip. In the summer, true to Mark Twain
s well-quoted lament, San Francisco can be mired in dense fog requiring a warm outer lawyer that must be
peeled off in the warm Marin sunshine. In the fall, warm weather prevails over all. In winter, the trip might
necessitate a cup of warm coffee, indoors, as the rain falls relentlessly.
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Much as the weather in
varying parts of Marin
County can range 20 30
degrees warmer than
San Francisco, the various towns and cities in the county vary intensely in both temperature and
personality. Each has plenty of attitude, quite sure it s got the best of everything the county has to offer.
Each, to some extent is right. And, even within one particular locality, there s enough variety existing
coincident with characteristic tolerance, to assure a visit that will never bore, and could take a lifetime to
adequately explore.
In this writing I introduce Sausalito, the first city over the bridge and bay front, picturesque beyond belief,
reminiscent to many of the Amalfi coast, the Mediterrean at its American best! Shortly after September 11,
2001, my company was hired to create a television advertising campaign to draw people from within the
state to Sausalito, as air travel was at a standstill. Our theme was " Christmas in Sausalito, Europe by the
Bay," and the response was outstanding. Showcasing this gem throughout the state interested the news
media as well, and many stations ran our commercials in prime time, without us having to buy the media
time. The city recouped tourist dollars while introducing itself to a whole new group of what would become
repeat customers. That creative little project is indicative of the seaside town itself - it only needs to show
its charm once, and the visitor, whether from in-state or the other side of the world, is forever captivated.
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